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outlines of which are indicated by the meshes on the surface. In 
some situations these vessels are true spirals, in others they partake 
more of the character of the annular. 

While making these observations, Mr. Henderson was not aware 
that he had been in part anticipated by Treviranus, Bischoff and 
Meyen. They differ, however, in some particulars from the obser- 
vations of those physiologists, who also differ from each other. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

NOTE ON MR. HASSALL’s CATALOGUE OF IRISH ZOOPHYTES. 

The following corrections upon the above communication, in our 
present Number, have been received from Mr. Hassall. 

P. 169. “ It is stated, that Campanularia dumosa is now ascertained 
to be the Cornularia rugosa of Cavolini — an opinion formerly held 
by Dr. Johnston and Mr. Gray. I have just been informed by the 
former that he is now assured it is not so.” 

P. 174. “Dr. Johnston considers Melobesia pustulata of Lamouroux,. 
which is given, p. 174, as a synonym of M. lichenoides , to be this spe- 
cies in a young state ; Millepora lichenoides Dr. J. also considers to 
be a condition of Millepora polymorpha , and that this again is nothing 
but the calcareous base of Corallina officinalis. To this I may further 
observe, that M. lichenoides is often found in situations in which the 
latter is, I believe, never met with ; the one being usually adhe- 
rent to fuci, the other always growing on rocks.” — A. H. H. 

OBITUARY : PROF. WIEGMANN ; MR. VIGORS. 

We have the painful duty of recording the decease, during the 
past month, of N. A. Vigors, Esq., M.P., F.L.S., &c., whose ex- 
ertions in the department of Zoology are well known and of 
Dr. A. F. A. Wiegmann, Professor in the University of Berlin, 
which sustains a heavy loss by his death. Our readers are aware 
of the great value of the * Archivfiir Naturgeschichte ' conducted by 
him, of the contents of which we have often availed ourselves. 

RED-BREASTED SNIPE. 

We learn from Mr. J. H. Gurney that a specimen of the Red- 
breasted Snipe was killed near Yarmouth, early in October. Our 
informant adds, that it was a male, and had nearly completed its 
change from the summer to the winter plumage. 

HOOFOE. LITTLE STINT. 

No. 7, Somerset Place, Stoke. 

To the Editors of the Annals and Magazine of Natural History . 
Gentlemen,— The following interesting facts are, I think, worthy 
of record in your Annals. 

A very fine specimen of the Hoopoe was shot at Swansea the 
latter end of May last, and another specimen the latter end of last 
month ; and yesterday, Sept. 7th, I was out shooting with a gentle- 
man of this neighbourhood (the Rev. J. Hoar), when we suc- 
ceeded in shooting no less than ten of the Tringa minuta , or Little 
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Stint ; seeing a vast number more, which we were unable to get 
at, and invariably in company with the Dunlin or Purre. So many 
having been seen of this hitherto considered rare bird, is, I think, 
too interesting a fact not to be placed on record. — J. U. G. Gutch. 

fossil FISH. 

In a description of a Fossil Dragon Fly from the lias of War- 
wickshire, in the Magazine of Nat. Hist, for June last, p. 301 , I 
stated that one of the fossil fish, found in the same locality, “ ap- 
pears to be a Cycloid, and furnishes an exception to the general- 
ization of M. Agassiz, that no cycloidian fish occurs below the 
chalk/’ I have since had an opportunity of showing this fish to 
M. Agassiz, who proved to me, that although the scales of this 
fish bear much resemblance at first sight to those of a Cycloid, yet 
that it is in fact a Ganoid of the genus Pholidophorus . The above 
generalization of M. Agassiz, therefore, remains as yet without an 
exception. — H. E. Strickland. 

remarks on a specimen of kingfisher^ supposed to form a new 

SPECIES OF THE TASYSIPTERA . 

The deception which is sometimes practised on naturalists by con- 
tinental preparers of objects of natural history, is well exemplified 
by a specimen of a Kingfisher which was purchased in Paris, and is 
now before me. The specimen decidedly belongs to the genus Ta- 
nysiptera, of which there is but one species hitherto described, the 
Tanysiptera Dea, a bird rarely seen in collections, though the British 
Museum contains two good specimens. That to which I now wish 
to call the attention of ornithologists, differs much from the Tany- 
siptera Dea , both by the shortness of the central tail-feathers and by 
the richness of the several colours with which it is ornamented : and 
from these differences it was concluded to be a beautiful new spe- 
cies. But on examining the specimen carefully, some doubt arose 
as to the fact, whether it had not been, in part, at least, artfully 
dressed in its present showy plumage, from observing that the struc- 
ture of some of the feathers was of a more downy nature, especially 
on the uropygium and beneath the body, than those usually cover- 
ing the body of Kingfishers. This idea was rendered certain by the 
discovery that the wings were decidedly those of an Alcedo Senega - 
lensis . The addition of wings and feet is not, however, uncommon 
in stuffed specimens of birds which come from New Guiana, as the 
natives prepare the skins without those parts, for use as ornaments, 
and from them the skins are procured and brought to Europe. A 
further examination proved that the downy feathers (which are of a 
rich salmon colour) of the uropygium, and most of those beneath 
the body, had been taken from a specimen of Trogon Duvaucelii ; 
while on the sides these latter feathers are mixed with others from 
the neck of a young bird of Alcedo leucocephala, probably thus 
placed in order to diminish the probability of determining their 
identity. Having thus shown that all the under part is decep- 
tively put together, it may reasonably be concluded that the feet 


Miscellaneous . 


237 


Stint ; seeing a vast number more, which we were unable to get 
at, and invariably in company with the Dunlin or Purre. So many 
having been seen of this hitherto considered rare bird, is, I think, 
too interesting a fact not to be placed on record. — J. U. G. Gutch. 

fossil FISH. 

In a description of a Fossil Dragon Fly from the lias of War- 
wickshire, in the Magazine of Nat. Hist, for June last, p. 301 , I 
stated that one of the fossil fish, found in the same locality, “ ap- 
pears to be a Cycloid, and furnishes an exception to the general- 
ization of M. Agassiz, that no cycloidian fish occurs below the 
chalk/’ I have since had an opportunity of showing this fish to 
M. Agassiz, who proved to me, that although the scales of this 
fish bear much resemblance at first sight to those of a Cycloid, yet 
that it is in fact a Ganoid of the genus Pholidophorus . The above 
generalization of M. Agassiz, therefore, remains as yet without an 
exception. — H. E. Strickland. 

remarks on a specimen of kingfisher^ supposed to form a new 

SPECIES OF THE TASYSIPTERA . 

The deception which is sometimes practised on naturalists by con- 
tinental preparers of objects of natural history, is well exemplified 
by a specimen of a Kingfisher which was purchased in Paris, and is 
now before me. The specimen decidedly belongs to the genus Ta- 
nysiptera, of which there is but one species hitherto described, the 
Tanysiptera Dea, a bird rarely seen in collections, though the British 
Museum contains two good specimens. That to which I now wish 
to call the attention of ornithologists, differs much from the Tany- 
siptera Dea , both by the shortness of the central tail-feathers and by 
the richness of the several colours with which it is ornamented : and 
from these differences it was concluded to be a beautiful new spe- 
cies. But on examining the specimen carefully, some doubt arose 
as to the fact, whether it had not been, in part, at least, artfully 
dressed in its present showy plumage, from observing that the struc- 
ture of some of the feathers was of a more downy nature, especially 
on the uropygium and beneath the body, than those usually cover- 
ing the body of Kingfishers. This idea was rendered certain by the 
discovery that the wings were decidedly those of an Alcedo Senega - 
lensis . The addition of wings and feet is not, however, uncommon 
in stuffed specimens of birds which come from New Guiana, as the 
natives prepare the skins without those parts, for use as ornaments, 
and from them the skins are procured and brought to Europe. A 
further examination proved that the downy feathers (which are of a 
rich salmon colour) of the uropygium, and most of those beneath 
the body, had been taken from a specimen of Trogon Duvaucelii ; 
while on the sides these latter feathers are mixed with others from 
the neck of a young bird of Alcedo leucocephala, probably thus 
placed in order to diminish the probability of determining their 
identity. Having thus shown that all the under part is decep- 
tively put together, it may reasonably be concluded that the feet 


Miscellaneous . 


237 


Stint ; seeing a vast number more, which we were unable to get 
at, and invariably in company with the Dunlin or Purre. So many 
having been seen of this hitherto considered rare bird, is, I think, 
too interesting a fact not to be placed on record. — J. U. G. Gutch. 

fossil FISH. 

In a description of a Fossil Dragon Fly from the lias of War- 
wickshire, in the Magazine of Nat. Hist, for June last, p. 301 , I 
stated that one of the fossil fish, found in the same locality, “ ap- 
pears to be a Cycloid, and furnishes an exception to the general- 
ization of M. Agassiz, that no cycloidian fish occurs below the 
chalk/’ I have since had an opportunity of showing this fish to 
M. Agassiz, who proved to me, that although the scales of this 
fish bear much resemblance at first sight to those of a Cycloid, yet 
that it is in fact a Ganoid of the genus Pholidophorus . The above 
generalization of M. Agassiz, therefore, remains as yet without an 
exception. — H. E. Strickland. 

remarks on a specimen of kingfisher^ supposed to form a new 

SPECIES OF THE TASYSIPTERA . 

The deception which is sometimes practised on naturalists by con- 
tinental preparers of objects of natural history, is well exemplified 
by a specimen of a Kingfisher which was purchased in Paris, and is 
now before me. The specimen decidedly belongs to the genus Ta- 
nysiptera, of which there is but one species hitherto described, the 
Tanysiptera Dea, a bird rarely seen in collections, though the British 
Museum contains two good specimens. That to which I now wish 
to call the attention of ornithologists, differs much from the Tany- 
siptera Dea , both by the shortness of the central tail-feathers and by 
the richness of the several colours with which it is ornamented : and 
from these differences it was concluded to be a beautiful new spe- 
cies. But on examining the specimen carefully, some doubt arose 
as to the fact, whether it had not been, in part, at least, artfully 
dressed in its present showy plumage, from observing that the struc- 
ture of some of the feathers was of a more downy nature, especially 
on the uropygium and beneath the body, than those usually cover- 
ing the body of Kingfishers. This idea was rendered certain by the 
discovery that the wings were decidedly those of an Alcedo Senega - 
lensis . The addition of wings and feet is not, however, uncommon 
in stuffed specimens of birds which come from New Guiana, as the 
natives prepare the skins without those parts, for use as ornaments, 
and from them the skins are procured and brought to Europe. A 
further examination proved that the downy feathers (which are of a 
rich salmon colour) of the uropygium, and most of those beneath 
the body, had been taken from a specimen of Trogon Duvaucelii ; 
while on the sides these latter feathers are mixed with others from 
the neck of a young bird of Alcedo leucocephala, probably thus 
placed in order to diminish the probability of determining their 
identity. Having thus shown that all the under part is decep- 
tively put together, it may reasonably be concluded that the feet 


238 Miscellaneous . 

by which the specimen is attached to its perch, have also been 
added to complete it. 

Thus far I have referred to the defective portions, which must be 
decidedly considered as made up from the plumage of various birds, 
artificially intermingled, to give the appearance of a perfect speci- 
men. I will now pass to the more pleasing task of noticing the 
parts which I think are those belonging to a distinct species. 1 
will first, however, mention, that on comparing the feathers of these 
parts, as far as regards their structure, with those of the same parts 
of a well -authenticated specimen of Tanysiptera Dea, one is readily 
satisfied with their identity of character and disposition. But the 
differences of colouring between those portions which are left of the 
original bird and the same parts in the old species, will be better 
explained by the following description. 

The tips of the feathers that compose the crest, as well as the 
elongated central tail-feathers, are ultramarine in this bird ; while 
in the Tanysiptera Dea these parts are of a rich cobalt ; in both, 
however, the tail-feathers are tipped with white. 

The back is deep shining black in the present bird ; but in the 
T . Dea that part is of a dull black, with each feather margined with 
deep blue. 

The outer tail-feathers have the inner webs brownish black, and 
the exterior webs ultramarine ; while in the T. Dea they are white, 
margined narrowly on the exterior edges with cobalt. 

The central tail-feathers are much shorter than those of the T.Dea t 
though the size of the bird is nearly the same. 

From these differences I may venture to give the following short 
specific characters of the bird before me, under the name of Tany - 
siptera\Nympha : — 

Deep black above, margined with deep blue ; the occipital crest 
and central tail-feathers ultramarine, the latter tipped with 
white ; the lateral tail-feathers brownish black, with the outer 
webs ultramarine : beneath, &c. ? 

I have two reasons for bringing this partly artificial bird before 
naturalists : — first, to call the attention of ornithologists to the fact 
that some of the continental preparers of objects of Natural History 
still continue the shameful practice of endeavouring to deceive the 
zealous collector by false means, as in bygone days, when several 
such were published in splendid works, that have since been dis- 
covered to be manufactured for the purpose of obtaining large sums 
of money from amateurs who were struck by their magnificent 
appearance : secondly, to point out, as far as such a specimen will 
admit, the existence, without doubt, of a second species of an ex- 
tremely rare genus, and thus endeavour to lead to its further eluci- 
dation, in the hope of establishing the fact of the existence of more 
than one species. In further proof of the latter assertion, I may 
add, that I have seen another specimen, which differs in several 
respects from both those now mentioned, and may be an inter- 
mediate species between them, and which will be soon described by 
M. La Fresnage, of Paris. — George Robert Gray. 
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FOUNTAIN GUM BOTTLE. 

I have found that the fountain inkstand, sold for Stephens's ink 
(but those sold by Mordan are probably as good), are the best 
vessels to keep gum-water in for common daily use. The fluid part 
of the gum-water being considerably above the level of the surface 
of the gum which is exposed for use, prevents it from becoming dry, 
as is so constantly the case in other kinds of vessels. — J. E. Gray. 

CARIN ARIA VITREA, LAMARCK. 

Three specimens of this very rare shell have lately been brought to 
this country by Mr. Reeve, who purchased them at a sale in Holland. 
The shell of the unhatched animal (as is shown by the shell re- 
maining on the apex of one of the specimens) is smooth, polished, 
nearly discoidal, and formed *bf several (three or four) slowly en- 
larging whorls, so as exactly to resemble the shell of the Helix 
lucida in form and appearance. When the animal is hatched, it 
suddenly enlarges its shell, and changes its form. The keel is 
formed of two distinct laminae, one belonging to each side of the 
shell. In both these particulars, which I believe have not been 
noticed before, it exactly agrees with the more common Carinaria 
Mediterranea . — J. E. Gray. 

METEOROLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS FOR SEPT. 1840. 

Chiswick . — Sept. 1, 2. Fine. 3. Rain. 4. Cloudy : rain. 5, 6. Fine. 7, 8. 
Very fine. 9. Hazy. 10 — 13. Very fine. 14. Hazy: heavy rain. 15. Cloudy: 
rain at night. 16. Rain, with brisk S.W. wind: barometer exceedingly low. 
17. Very fine: frosty at night. 18. Frosty haze : very fine. 19. Cloudy and 
cool. 20. Fine. 21. Fine : rain. 22. Heavy rain. 23. Rain : clear and fine 
at night. 24. Heavy showers. 25. Cold and wet. 26. Overcast : rain. 27. 
Cloudy and fine. 28. Heavy rain. 29, 30, Clear and fine. 

Boston . — Sept. 1. Cloudy. 2. Fine. 3. Rain: rain early a.m. 4 — 6. Fine. 
7. Cloudy. 8. Fine. 9. Cloudy: rain early a.m. 10. Fine: rain early a.m. 
11, 12. Fine. 13. Fine: rain p.m. 14. Cloudy. 15. Fine. 16. Fine: rain 
early a.m. : rain p.m. 17. Cloudy: rain early a.m. 18. Fine: rain p.m. 19, 
20. Cloudy. 21. Cloudy: rain p.m. 22. Stormy and rain: rain a.m. 23. 
Rain : rain early a.m. 24. Fine: rain early a.m. 25. Rain: rain early a.m. : 
rain a.m. 26. Fine: rain p.m. 27. Fine. 28. Cloudy. 29. Fine; rain p.m. 
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FOUNTAIN GUM BOTTLE. 

I have found that the fountain inkstand, sold for Stephens's ink 
(but those sold by Mordan are probably as good), are the best 
vessels to keep gum-water in for common daily use. The fluid part 
of the gum-water being considerably above the level of the surface 
of the gum which is exposed for use, prevents it from becoming dry, 
as is so constantly the case in other kinds of vessels. — J. E. Gray. 

CARIN ARIA VITREA, LAMARCK. 
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The shell of the unhatched animal (as is shown by the shell re- 
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larging whorls, so as exactly to resemble the shell of the Helix 
lucida in form and appearance. When the animal is hatched, it 
suddenly enlarges its shell, and changes its form. The keel is 
formed of two distinct laminae, one belonging to each side of the 
shell. In both these particulars, which I believe have not been 
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of the Horticultural Society at Chiswick , near London; by Mr.VEALL at Boston , and by Mr. Dunbar at Applegartli Manse, Dumfriesshire. 
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Meteorological Observations made at the Apartments of the Royal Society by the Assistant Secretary , Mr. Roberton ; by Mr. Thompson at the Garden 
of the Horticultural Society at Chiswick , near London; by Mr.VEALL at Boston , and by Mr. Dunbar at Applegartli Manse, Dumfriesshire. 
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Meteorological Observations made at the Apartments of the Royal Society by the Assistant Secretary , Mr. Roberton ; by Mr. Thompson at the Garden 
of the Horticultural Society at Chiswick , near London; by Mr.VEALL at Boston , and by Mr. Dunbar at Applegartli Manse, Dumfriesshire. 
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